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WITH THIS GREAT
SIMPLE TRICK!
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. Some balloons YOU HOW YOU
. A knitting needle or skewer NEED DO IT

Blow up the balloon, but not too big. [

Find the top of the balloon (opposite where you've tied it)
where the rubber is darkest in colour.

Very slowly, push the needle or skewer
into the dark spot, twisting it round slowly.

Push the needle or skewer out of the balloon .
at the other end, next to where the knot is.

Balloons are made of a thin sheet of a rubber called latex, which is made of long chain-like
molecules tangled together. The strands can be stretched, but when let go, the rubber returs
to its original shape. Such a material is called an elastomer.

When you push the needle slowly through, the strands move apart. But if you push the needl

through hard and fast, the network of strands will break and the air inside the rubber balloon
will rush out and the balloon explodes.
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